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Everyone is Invited! 
 

   To Historic Philadelphia . . . 
 

       For SURVEYORS RENDEZVOUS 2013 
 

O n behalf of twelve sponsoring organizations, it’s our great pleasure to invite you to 

Historic Philadelphia this August . . . for SURVEYORS RENDEZVOUS 2013. 

 It’s the 17th national ‘RENDEZVOUS’ — Surveyors Historical Society’s large annual 

gathering. Everyone is welcome and urged to attend. SHS membership is not required, nor is 

period garb. Land surveyors, instrument collectors, history buffs, astronomers, map-makers 

and other kindred folks from all across America, plus far-distant lands, will be on hand to share 

fun and knowledge. A memorable time will be had by all. Non-members may receive full 

member discounts by joining SHS when registering.  

 At every Rendezvous, Surveyors Historical Society teaches the History of Land  Surveying — 

an important subject not normally covered – or at least not covered very well - at most ‘regular’ 

state conferences.  

 Why does the history of a profession matter? 

 If you ask architects, they can tell you all about the history and development of architecture. An engineer is familiar 

with great advances of engineering. Doctors can tell you about breakthrough medical discoveries of the past. Scientists 

are always versed in their field’s pioneering work. Lawyers, military people, aircraft designers, oceanographers . . . it 

doesn’t matter which calling or occupation — all of them know and respect the history of their professions. It’s a key part 

of their education. Why should surveyors be different? Are we less important? 

 Young surveyors usually think, “What use is history? I can work the equipment. I know my hardware and software. 

Why do I need that stuff?” But long-time professionals know why. Every jurisdiction has its own special quirks and 

idiosyncrasies, little pieces of local knowledge which practitioners in that area must understand and apply, in order to be 

right. Now, why should that be? 

 Why are there always little ‘things to know,’ everywhere one goes to survey? It’s because of the history. You cannot 

follow in the footsteps of generations past, and replicate old boundaries, unless you understand what they knew in 

those days, and what their equipment could do, and the conditions they faced, and the books they studied, and the 

principles they tried to follow, and the rules they had, and what they believed was correct. 

 William Faulkner got it right when he said, “The past is never dead, it isn’t even really past.” That’s particularly true 

for surveyors. Everything we do is based on decisions from days gone by. How many boundaries don’t have problems? 

(Not many.) Where do we find the answers? Old records and original monuments. 

 This 2013 Rendezvous transcends Surveyors Historical Society. It features events of such significance they even 

transcend our entire storied profession. We’re adding some pieces to American history.  

 A new Pennsylvania ‘blue & gold” historical marker will be unveiled at South Street, near the 1760s ‘official’ 

Southernmost Point of Philadelphia, where Mason & Dixon actually began their survey. We’ll also mark the real spot - 

out at Stargazer’s Stone in rural Chester County - of Mason & Dixon’s 1764 Astronomical Observatory. And finally, on 

Saturday afternoon August 31 — in a ceremony we hope will gain not just local, not just national, but international 

publicity — we’ll honor the memory of Charles Mason, who lies buried in an unmarked grave two blocks from 

Independence Hall. Centuries after his death, that great astronomer-surveyor-geodesist will receive at last a fitting 

Memorial Stone — not a carved tombstone, but an authentic 1766 Mason-Dixon Stone, quarried in England — which 

once stood marking the famous Line that is his greatest monument. 

 Everyone is invited. For the first time, you can now register on-line for a national 

Rendezvous. Please visit www.SurveyorsRendezvous.org — and join us at Historic 

Philadelphia August 28 through 31, 2013. We’ll ‘rendezvous’ this summer where 

William Penn first landed in 1682. See you there, 

          With highest professional regards,  

           Surveyors Historical Society 



 

Todd Babcock 
 

“THE MASON AND DIXON 

SURVEY” . . . Pennsylvania 

surveyor and Mason-Dixon 

expert Todd Babcock, chair of 

the Mason-Dixon Line 

Preservation Partnership, will 

give an overview of the 

historic boundary dispute that 

led to Mason and Dixon’s monumental five-year survey of 

Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware’s borders. Covered 

will be original grants from the King, problems that arose, 

the great “Chancery Court” trial in England, techniques 

Mason and Dixon used to actually survey and mark their 

boundaries, plus the unexpected manner in which their 

line later became the ‘division’ between slave states and 

free, across pre-Civil War America.   (One Continuing 

Education Credit.)  

 

 

Milton Denny 
 

“COLONIAL SURVEYING IN 

PENNSYLVANIA” . . . As a college 

doctoral dissertation in the 1970s, 

the late J. Barry Love authored a 

notable paper, “The Colonial 

Surveyor in Pennsylvania.” Decades 

later his work, supplemented by 

additional material, became a book 

published by the Pennsylvania 

Society of Land Surveyors. (Not 

many copies remain today.) Who was the person most 

responsible for bringing this obscure college thesis to 

print? Why, our own Milton Denny of course, professional 

land surveyor from Alabama, who not only wrote the 

book’s “Foreword,” but also edited the entire text, 

supplied new content and added much-needed maps 

and drawings. Pennsylvania is fortunate – most states 

never have such a reference. This presentation, based on 

Dr. Love’s book, will take us through a typical colonial 

Pennsylvania surveyor’s training, instruments, 

equipment, unusual tools like 80-link “Wing” chains, 

surveying methods, map-making techniques, boundary 

practices and social status within the community. 

(Colonial surveyors — who used astronomy, mathematics, 

law and ingenious scientific measuring devices to solve 

‘impossible’ problems — were as highly esteemed by the 

public as doctors or ministers.) It’s a little-known piece of 

our profession’s history that all surveyors, no matter 

where they practice, will find instructive.  (One Continuing 

Education Credit)  

David L. Ingram 
 

“TIME, TIME, IT’S ALL ABOUT 

TIME” . . . The Astronomy of 

Colonial Surveying — How Mason 

& Dixon, David Rittenhouse, 

Andrew Ellicott and others used 

telescopes, transit -and-equal-

altitude instruments, zenith -

sectors, regulator clocks and the 

world’s scientific knowledge of the 1700s to determine 

precision latitudes and longitudes from the stars. How 

did they actually do it? Even practicing astronomers of 

today cannot answer that question, because the early 

techniques of colonial times are no longer taught in 

astronomy schools. And never before, at any SHS 

Rendezvous or other surveyors’ conference, has this 

remarkable intellectual accomplishment of early times 

really been explained. Professional land surveyor David L. 

Ingram, an avid amateur astronomer from Virginia’s 

Shenandoah Valley, will take us through the ancient 

process step-by-step . . . which, as he can personally 

attest from having tried it himself, takes both skill and 

perseverance. (One Continuing Education Credit.)  

 

Edwin Danson 
 

“WEIGHING THE WORLD” . . . 
In the beginning, most people 

believed the world was flat — 

until a few seagoing explorers 

and stargazing astronomers 

began to suspect otherwise. 

They could see ocean surfaces 

with curved horizons, and 

spherical-looking heavenly 

objects . . . but their heretical 

‘round earth’ ideas often led to ‘consequences.’ This 

presentation, by British Royal Chartered Surveyor Edwin 

Danson, award-winning author of “Drawing the Line” and 

“Weighing the World; the Quest to Measure the Earth” 

tells how modern Geodesy began, with Isaac Newton and 

his amazingly accurate predictions, plus early scientific 

attempts to measure and “weigh” the world. These 

included Scotland’s legendary 1774 ‘Schiehallion 

Experiment’ - devised by Charles Mason and conducted 

by Neville Maskelyne – which not only determined an 

empirically-measured value for Newton’s Gravitational 

Constant “G,” thus confirming the great scientist’s 

theories, but also developed a new mapping technique 

that became important to land surveyors from 

then on . . . our modern topographic method of 

contouring.  (One Continuing Education Credit.)   3 
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James E. Shomper 
 

“ T H E  P H I L A D E L P H I A 

REGULATORS” . . . Learn all 

about colonial surveying as it 

was practiced in William Penn’s 

‘City of Brotherly Love’ . . . and 

how the city today still reflects 

ancient methods. This talk 

includes early mapping of 

Philadelphia, original plats and 

surveys, “District Standard” 

proration factors (uniformly ‘full’ 

across large areas of Old City,) 

ancient survey markings still scribed on walls from 

colonial times (which remain perfectly correct,) plus the 

unique steel tapes and measuring frames specially-made 

for the City Survey Office. Philadelphia has one of the 

oldest continuously-operating survey departments in the 

United States, dating back to at least 1721, and our 

presenter, Pennsylvania professional land surveyor Jim 

Shomper, worked there for 30-years. This talk will be 

informative for all surveyors, detailing the way one large 

American city handled typical early survey problems 

found in almost every older area of the country. (One 

Continuing Education Credit)  

 
Chas Langelan 
 

“CHARLES MASON’S RETURN 

TO AMERICA” . . . After their great 

survey ended in 1768, with the 

colonial boundary finally done, 

both Charles Mason and Jeremiah 

Dixon returned to England. Dixon, 

after 1770, became a prosperous 

English land surveyor. He died at 

age 45 and is buried near 

Durham. Mason continued in the 

employ of the Royal Society - as 

an astronomer, scientist and mathematician - but always 

dreamed of returning to America. In 1786, he did return, 

sailing back with his wife and seven of his ten children, 

planning to set up practice as a surveyor in the thriving 

new State of Pennsylvania. But those plans went awry. 

This presentation, by Maryland professional land surveyor 

Chas Langelan, will tell the story of Charles Mason’s life 

after the Mason-Dixon survey — and how he came to end 

up buried in an unmarked grave at Philadelphia . . . only 

two blocks from Independence Hall. (Not for 

Educational Credit.) 

Eric Pyle 
 

“MAGNETISM AND GRAVITY” 
Everyone knows that compass 

needles are affected by 

magnetic ferrous attractions, 

and that early surveys were 

often inaccurate as a result. But 

how far “off” were they? And 

where?  This informat ive 

presentation, by James Madison 

University professor of Geology 

Eric Pyle, shows you our solid 

North America in an unseen way 

you never knew existed. Beneath your feet, above your 

head and swirling all around, affecting everything you do, 

are constantly-shifting forces of earth gravitational fields, 

mineral ‘iron-ore’ magnetism, attractions from nearby 

objects of large mass, and always-present ‘anomalies.’ In 

the days of colonial surveying, most of this was 

unknown . . . although Mason & Dixon both returned to 

England in 1768, after their long survey, convinced that 

such forces were not only real, but had affected their 

accuracy. (They were right.) Today, our geodetic sciences 

have mapped these influences with surprising 

thoroughness. Just how wrong were compass surveys of 

old? Wait ‘til you see the modern maps. It wasn’t just iron

-rich Michigan where compasses swung wild. Unseen, 

unknown attractions affected almost every colonial  

survey. And modern practitioners - take note. The same 

forces still affect us. (One Continuing Education Credit.)  

 

Todd Babcock 
 

“STARGAZER’S STONE” 
Out in remote Chester 

County, 31-miles west of 

Philadelphia, stands one of 

the most hauntingly historic 

survey sites in all America — 

the 250-year old “Stargazer’s Stone.” This is the spot 

where Mason and Dixon established latitude from the 

stars, to begin measuring 15-miles Due South and set 

their new line for Maryland. Or so it has long been 

believed. Recent resurveys, done using Mason & Dixon’s 

original field notes, but with modern equipment, 

replicated every inch of their 1760s lines, and revealed a 

few surprises. This presentation by Pennsylvania 

professional surveyor Todd Babcock (who did the 

resurvey work,) will explain all about Stargazer’s Stone . . 

.  why it was originally placed, how it was used by Mason 

& Dixon, the myths that  surround it . . . and what it really 

was. (0.50 Continuing Education Credit.)  4 
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James E. Shomper 
 

“THE SEARCH FOR THE SOUTHERNMOST POINT OF 

PHILADELPHIA” . . . When Mason and Dixon arrived at 

Philadelphia in 1763, they quickly took a little hike from 

their lodgings to the south edge of town (which was not 

far away) to locate the official “Southernmost Point of 

Philadelphia” . . . a certain wall of a particular house 

along South Street --- upon which the two colonies had 

actually agreed. This marked one of only three widely-

separated legal “bounds” decided in England, from which 

the two surveyors were somehow expected to lay out 

more than 300-miles of rugged wilderness boundary. But 

over following centuries, historians became unsure about 

the exact location of the specific dwelling used. The city 

renumbered its Blocks, addresses were changed, streets 

got new names and even authoritative atlases contained 

errors. As a result, articles and books by experts 

disagreed. But some splendid recent detective work 

among old archives has finally pinpointed, without any 

doubt, the correct original location of the 1760s 

Southernmost Point of Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 

professional land surveyor (and former Philadelphia 

Regulator) Jim Shomper will tell the tale. (0.50 Education 

Credit.)  
 

Richard Leu & Bart Crattie 
 

“SURVEYORS TRIP TO ENGLAND” . . . This past March, 

a small group of intrepid surveyors ventured overseas to 

Merry Olde England. The epic exploration was organized 

by David L. Holland of Virginia, and included Chuck 

Dunlap and Stephen Letchford of VAS, plus Richard Leu 

and Bart Crattie from SHS. It was the experience of a 

lifetime. They came back with tales that could fill 

volumes, and legions of interesting photographs. We 

asked Rich Leu and Bart Crattie (who made it all the way 

to France) to give us a Rendezvous presentation about it.

        (Not for Educational Credit.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Brock 
 

“50-YEARS OF SUPERSTAR 

TV SURVEYORS —  

1959 to 2009” . . . Australian 

New South Wales Registered 

Surveyor John Brock has spent 

more than 25-years pursuing a 

passion . . . searching out clips 

of surveyors from movies and 

television shows. He’s found 

hundreds, all the way back to 

the silent film era. Featured in 

this great presentation will be 

just a few of his TV favorites, 

such as Peter Graves from Mission Impossible; 

MacGyver; Colonel Hogan using a transit to foil foes in 

Hogan’s Heroes; plus there are surveying scenes from 

Bonanza; Kung Fu; Married With Children; The Simpsons; 

The Sopranos; Num3bers; Alias; Green Acres (Eddie 

Albert hires a surveyor . . . and his day goes from bad to 

worse.) We’ll see 

Ronald Reagan 

and Vic Morrow 

running 1800s 

transits in Death 

Valley Days — and 

Elmer Fudd trying 

to drive centerline 

stakes across  

the top of Bugs 

Bunny’s rabbit-

hole in 1945. If 

we’re lucky, we might even get to see Rebel general 

Yosemite Sam matching wits against a crafty Yankee 

rabbit on the Mason-Dixon Line. (Not for Educational 

Credit .) 
 

Special Guest Appearance 
 

Our banquet will feature a very distinguished visitor. 

Thomas Jefferson once said of our honored dinner 

guest that, “If all the world’s books on astronomy were 

suddenly destroyed, this one man could re-write them 

alone.” Do you know who he meant? Out of the pages 

of history, colonial America’s most brilliant astronomer 

— the man who helped Mason & Dixon, and taught 

Andrew Ellicott — will come into our midst, and tell us 

about his amazing life of science, discovery, invention, 

unrivaled instrument craftsmanship and surveying 

adventure.  

PRESENTATIONS 

Ronald Reagan surveying 

in “Death Valley Days.” 

THINGS YOU SHOULD BRING TO PHILLY 

 Your most comfortable walking shoes 

 A compact ’travel umbrella’ (this will make 

sure it doesn’t rain) 

 Warm-weather clothing (shorts, tee-shirts) 

 Auction Items 



 

WEDNESDAY August 28, 2013 
 

“WELCOME WEARY TRAVELERS” Reception  
Relax with refreshments and snacks.  Unwind from your 

long trip, and greet friends from across the nation. 

(Location to be announced.) 
 

“WELCOME TO HISTORIC PHILADELPHIA”    . 

Orientation . . . Illustrated welcoming presentation by Jim 

Shomper, Todd Babcock, Chas Langelan and Janine 

Black about things to do and places to see while visiting 

the historic area of Philadelphia. Information packets will 

be distributed. 
 

SHS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Open to everyone. Once a year, at the annual 

Rendezvous, Surveyors Historical Society assembles for a 

General Membership Meeting . . . to exchange ideas, give 

reports, offer suggestions, present proposals, express 

concerns, make announcements and conduct other 

business of interest to the Society and its members. All 

are invited, please join us. SHS chairman Richard Leu will 

preside. 
 

 

 

 

THURSDAY August 29, 2013 
 

COLONIAL SURVEYING AT STARGAZER’S STONE  
Led by Milton Denny, along with the Revolutionary War 

‘Army Geographers’ Re-enactor Unit, and hosted by Tolly 

Roby, owner of Harlan House — featuring hands-on 

colonial surveying using Measuring Frames, Perch-Poles, 

Compasses & Chains, Perambulating Wayweisers and 

other authentic devices from long ago. We’ll even have a 

Zenith Sector, displayed by Don Erickson of the Army 

Topographic Engineers. A prize will be awarded to 

whichever “Colonial Survey Crew” can measure Mason & 

Dixon’s 1760s work and match  a modern EDM most 

exactly. Young wandering musicians will entertain with 

colonial aires. Tolly Roby might take small groups through 

her 1724 home, “Harlan House,” where Mason and 

Dixon stayed several winters. The late Ralph Donnelly’s 

astronomical ‘Observatory Hut,’ thought to be a fairly 

reasonable replica of one possibly used by Mason & Dixon, 

will be set up to do colonial ‘Stargazing’ once again. 

Perhaps the two famed ‘Stargazers’ of ancient times will 

reoccupy it, in spirit, on this actual land they once walked 

and chained. 
 

 

 

 

ANNUAL SWAP MEET . . . Those wishing to display and 
sell antique surveying items are welcome to do so at our 
‘Colonial Surveying at Stargazers Stone’ event on 
Thursday afternoon August 29. Shaded tables under tent 
cover will be provided at no charge. This year, however, 
there will be no provision for any Swap Meet activities at 
our Rendezvous hotel. Display items may be transported 
to the Harlan House site in the luggage compartments of 
our tour busses, or by private vehicle if arranged in 
advance. (Note - Harlan House and Stargazers Stone are 
at the same location, 1-hour from Philadelphia.) Anyone 
wishing to display Swap Meet items MUST contact the 
Rendezvous organizers prior to the event at 240-394-0825.  
 

CEREMONY — SETTING THE REAL STARGAZER’S 
STONE . . . At the exact spot of Mason & Dixon’s 1763 
Astronomical Observatory (which, alas, falls in roadway 
pavement today,) a hand-wrought colonial iron spike will 
be driven — marking, for the first time ever, the precise 
location where Mason & Dixon actually performed their 
1760s “Stargazing.” Everyone is invited to help drive our 
spike flush. It marks the real “Stargazer’s Spot.” Nearby, 
in the yard of Harlan House, Surveyors Historical Society 
and Mason-Dixon Line Preservation Partnership will 
dedicate a new field-stone monument, similar in 
appearance to the historic Stargazer’s Stone, with a 
plaque explaining the correct position of Mason & Dixon’s 
ancient observatory. Pennsylvania professional land 
surveyor Todd Babcock will tell the history and 
significance of Stargazer’s Stone, as well as that of the 
new markers being set during Rendezvous 2013. And 
hosting the entire event will be Tolly Roby, owner of the 
property, whose home is the 1724 Harlan House. 
 

ANNUAL RENDEZVOUS PICNIC . . . Co-sponsored with 
our gratitude by the Pennsylvania Society of Land 
Surveyors and the Maryland Society of Surveyors, our 
Annual Rendezvous Picnic will take place Thursday 
evening, August 29, immediately following the Harlan 
House and Stargazers Stone festivities. More than just 
burgers and dogs, our picnic will feature genuine Philly 
cheese-steaks, fried chicken and local delicacies, not to 
mention Stargazer’s Vineyard Wine, made from grapes 
grown on the hillside above Stargazer’s Stone, and some 
great frontier-style Colonial Home-Brewed Ale.  6 
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 FRIDAY August 30, 2013 
 

DEDICATION OF HISTORICAL MARKER ON SOUTH 
STREET . . . At the present-day east end of South Street, 
which is the corner of Front and South in Philadelphia, 
Surveyors Historical Society will host its second ceremony 
of Rendezvous 2013. We’ll participate in the dedication 
of a brand-new Pennsylvania ‘blue-and-gold’ Historical 
Marker, at a little city park very near the original location 
of the ‘South Point House.’ In the early 1760s, one of 
that house’s walls was deemed the official Southernmost 
Point of Philadelphia for purposes of settling the 
Pennsylvania-Maryland line. (Alas, the actual house itself 
- as so often happens - did not survive the construction of 
Interstate 95 — by only a few feet.)  We’ll have a 
presentation at the ceremony, explaining the significance 
of the spot to history. 
 

GUIDED TOURS OF OLD PHILADELPHIA . . . The colonial 
area of Philadelphia isn’t very big. George Washington 
and Thomas Jefferson walked to work in the 1790s, 
when the town was Capital of the United States. We’ll 
take an afternoon to wander the old city. Every nook and 
cranny is hallowed by history. The five best professional 
tour guides in all Philadelphia will be ready to escort us, 
in separate groups of 30 or so, on walking tours of the 
historic district that will begin near South Street, 
immediately following our Southernmost Point Historical 
Marker Ceremony on Friday afternoon, August 30. The 
guides will show us everything all the way up to 
Independence Hall and beyond, then return us to our 
hotel in time for ‘evening refreshments.’ 
 

ANNUAL SURVEYORS HISTORICAL SOCIETY BANQUET 
Colonial garb is always ‘in style’ at our Annual SHS 
Banquet. (Of course, so is normal business attire.) Enjoy 
fine dining and great company. We’ll have some SHS 
reports and organizational announcements, plus a sneak 
preview presented by Mike & Ann Besch - of our featured 
‘Upcoming Attractions’ . . . next year’s Surveyors 
Rendezvous 2014, at Mobile, Alabama.  
 

ANNUAL SHS AUCTION . . . One of the highlights of every 
Rendezvous is the Annual SHS Auction, which raises 
‘seed money’ to help finance our future annual 
gatherings. Philadelphia 2013 would have been 
impossible without the advance funding available from 
past auctions. For sale we’ll have paintings, books, maps, 
antique items, surveying tools, every type of thing . . . all 
donated by our wonderful SHS members. We never know 
what bargains might turn up. Please consider donating 
an auction item, with thanks from everyone in SHS. 
Amateur auctioneers Dave Ingram, Milton Denny and 
Chas Langelan will lead the often-chaotic proceedings.  

 

SATURDAY August 31, 2013 
 

GROUP TOURS OF INDEPENDENCE HALL 
On Saturday morning, August 31, we’ve arranged group 
tours of Independence Hall for everyone. We’ll also visit 
Congress Hall, Carpenters Hall, the Liberty Bell and 
Philadelphia’s United States Mint. You cannot come to 
historic Philadelphia and leave without seeing these 
famous places from the beginnings of American history. 
 

“RENDEZVOUS” at CHRIST CHURCH BURIAL 

GROUND . . . After lunch on Saturday afternoon, August 

31, we’ll take a leisurely little stroll, right through the 

heart of colonial Philadelphia, to ancient Christ Church 

Burial Ground, where both Benjamin Franklin and 

Charles Mason, long-time friends from before the War, 

rest in peace today not far from each other. There we will 

‘rendezvous’ with hundreds of our fellow surveyors, who 

traveled to Philadelphia for the day - from near and far - 

to support our historic profession on the occasion of 

honoring a great surveying ancestor. 
 

MEMORIAL CEREMONY for CHARLES MASON  
Everyone is invited to make a summertime trip to Christ 

Church Burial Ground, at the corner of 5th and Arch 

Streets in Philadelphia - less than two blocks from the 

Liberty Bell - on Saturday afternoon,  August 31, 2013. 

Our Memorial Ceremony is free and open to all. The 

public is welcome. (Just find Liberty Bell Center and head 

northeast, or ask anyone for directions to Benjamin 

Franklin’s tomb.) There, on October 26, 1786, Charles 

Mason was laid to rest in an unmarked grave. All around 

him, in the same cemetery, are tombs of noteworthy men 

and women from the American Revolution.  
 

On the summer after-

noon of Saturday August 

31, 2013, we will honor 

the achievements and 

memory of good surveyor 

Charles Mason. He’ll get 

a stone at last — 226-

years after his burial — 

an authentic 1766 

Pennsylvania & Maryland 

boundary stone which 

stood for two centuries upon the Mason-Dixon Line itself. 

Because the cemetery today does not know the exact 

location of his grave, our stone will be a Memorial to 

Charles Mason, not his actual tombstone. A plaque will 

be dedicated along with our stone, explaining who 

Charles Mason was, and what he accomplished. 

7 
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O ur RENDEZVOUS 2013 SPOUSE & GUEST PROGRAM begins on Wednesday afternoon, August 28 with a “Welcome 

Weary Travelers” party. Relax with friends and refreshments --- you made it to Philly. After that we feature an 

entertaining opening presentation, “50-Years of Superstar TV Surveyors” by Australian surveyor John Brock, then a 

remarkable “Surveyors Trip to England” by Rich Leu and Bart Crattie, followed by a “Welcome to Historic Philadelphia” 

orientation by your erstwhile Rendezvous 2013 committee. (Maps and information packets will be distributed --- you’ll 

soon know the town like a native.) Completing the evening will be our annual SHS General Membership Meeting. 
 

 On Thursday morning, August 29, spouses and guests will travel to world-renowned Longwood Gardens, at nearby 

Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, followed later that day by our SHS exhibits, activities, Real Stargazing Point Ceremony 

and annual Rendezvous Picnic at Stargazers Stone and Harlan House in Chester County. Transportation and Longwood 

Gardens admission tickets will be provided. (Note --- If weather is inclement, an excursion to equally amazing 

“Winterthur,” the historic home of Henry Francis DuPont, may be substituted in lieu of Longwood Gardens.) 
 

 On Friday morning, August 30, spouses and guests can visit Antiques Row (on your own, self-guided.) This is a 

nearby Philadelphia street lined with antique shops, old homes, a historic hospital and other places of interest, all within 

easy walk of our hotel. Maps will be provided. Friday afternoon everyone will participate in our South Street Historical 

Marker Ceremony, after which we’ll all return ‘round-about’ to our hotel, in groups of 30 or so, guided on walking tours 

right through the heart of “America’s Birthplace,” Philadelphia’s historic district, led by professional tour guides. And 

after that, it’s soon time for our annual Rendezvous Banquet and Auction on Friday night. 
 

 For Saturday morning, August 31, we’ve arranged group tours of Independence Hall for everyone. We’ll also visit 

Congress Hall, Carpenter’s Hall, the Liberty Bell and the U.S. Mint. You can’t come to Philadelphia and leave without 

seeing these famed historic places. And on Saturday afternoon we have the highlight of our entire Rendezvous . . . the 

dedication of a 1766 Mason-Dixon Stone, as a Memorial Stone for Charles Mason --- who lies at Christ Church Burial 

Ground, two blocks north of Independence Hall --- buried by Benjamin Franklin 226-years ago in an unmarked grave.  
 

WEDNESDAY, August 28, 2013 

2:00 to 5:00 pm . . . .  “Welcome Weary Travelers” party and refreshments 

6:00 to 7:30 pm . . .     Presentations -“50-Years of Superstar TV Surveyors;” “Surveyors Trip to England”  

       and “Welcome to Historic Philadelphia”  

7:30 to 9:30 pm . . . .   Annual SHS General Membership Meeting 
 

THURSDAY, August 29, 2013 

7:30 am . . . . . . . . . . . Continental breakfast available - hotel 2nd floor foyer 

8:00 am to 2 pm . . . . “Longwood Gardens” (Tour bus departs hotel at 8:00 am) 

Noon to 1:00 pm . . . . Lunch on your own - at Longwood Gardens’ Café or 1906 Dining Room 

2:00 pm . . . . . . . . . . . (Tour bus departs Longwood Gardens for Stargazers Stone) 

2:15 to 5:00 pm . . . .  Stargazers Stone & Harlan House - exhibits, activities and ceremony 

5:00 to 7:30 pm . . . .  Annual Rendezvous Picnic 

7:30 to 8:30 pm . . . .  Return by bus to hotel in Philadelphia 
 

FRIDAY, August 30, 2013 
7:30 to 9:30 am . . . . . Continental breakfast available - hotel 2nd floor foyer 

9:30 am to Noon . . . .  “Antiques Row” (optional) - Pine Street from Front to 11th Streets 

Noon to 1:30 pm . . . .  Lunch on your own along South Street (the Hippest street in town) 

2:00 to 3:00 pm . . . . . “Southernmost Point Dedication Ceremony” - Front and South Streets 

3:00 to 5:30 pm . . . . . “Walking Tours of Historic Philadelphia” - led by professional guides 

6:00 to 7:00 pm . . . . . Social Hour - relax and unwind with refreshments and friends 

7:00 to 8:00 pm . . . . . Annual Rendezvous Banquet  (featuring two presentations during dinner) 

8:00 to 8:30 pm . . . . . “A Visit from the Past” - by a very distinguished, famous Philadelphian 

8:30 to 9:30 pm . . . . . Annual Rendezvous Auction - help our Society fund its future Rendezvous 
 

SATURDAY, August 31, 2013 
9:30 am to Noon . . . . Independence Hall, Carpenters Hall, Liberty Bell, Congress Hall, US Mint—Tours 

Noon to 1:00 pm . . . . Lunch on your own - plenty of great places nearby, quite inexpensive 

1:30 to 3:00 pm . . . .  Memorial Stone Ceremony for Charles Mason - Christ Church Burial Ground 8 

SPOUSE  & 
GUEST  PROGRAM 



 

HOTEL INFO  

HYATT REGENCY PENN'S LANDING 

201 South Columbus Boulevard 

Philadelphia PA 19106 

Local Telephone: 215-928-1234 (Not for reservations) 
 

Our Rendezvous room rate is $129 a night --- greatly 

discounted from normal summer 'tourist season' prices 

($189 to $249) for this and other area hotels. 
 

RESERVATIONS  

To make room reservations and receive our group rate, 

call Hyatt's Reservation Line at 888-421-1442 and 

mention Surveyors Historical Society. Hyatt also has a 

special "PassKey" reservation website set up for our 

Rendezvous. You can make room reservations on-line at 

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/surveyorshist. 
 

PLEASE NOTE --- We have a 'block' of rooms, for which 

SHS must pay if not used, so please make reservations 

only at the Hyatt and nowhere else. We selected this 

hotel because its room rate was the best obtainable. Our 

block of rooms will be released August 2, 2013 --- a few 

weeks before the Rendezvous begins --- and the hotel's 

regular higher prices will apply thereafter. Don't wait. 
 

There’s another important reason to make reservations 

early. A major rock concert, "Jay-Z's Made in America 

Festival," starts August 31. Last year's concert attracted 

80,000 and filled every hotel room in Philly. This year’s 

concert will do the same, on our weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AIRPORT, TRAIN and RENTAL CARS 
For those flying in, Philadelphia International Airport is 

closest. No Philadelphia hotel offers courtesy shuttle 

vans. It's a $30 'flat-rate' cab ride from the airport to our 

hotel, but that's cheaper than renting a car. You should 

not need a car at all during this Rendezvous, but if you do 

need one, both Avis and Budget rental cars are available 

at our hotel, for about one-third the cost of renting at the 

airport. Therefore, do not rent a car upon arrival. Take a 

cab, and rent a car at the hotel only if you need one. 
 

For those arriving by train, Amtrak's 30th Street Station is 

a $12-15 cab ride from the hotel. 
 

This might be one Rendezvous to consider flying, or 

coming by train, because overnight parking isn’t free. It’s 

$19 to $30 a night, depending on which nearby lot or 

garage is used. You won't need your car during the 

Rendezvous. We have a discounted daily rate at the 

hotel's garage, but it still costs. 
 

FINDING THE HOTEL 
Driving in, the easiest way to find our hotel is to enter 

Philadelphia from north or south on Interstate 95. Take EXIT 

20 – COLUMBUS BOULEVARD. At the end of the ramp is a 

traffic light – turn LEFT. This puts you northbound on 

Columbus Boulevard. Proceed six lights to Dock Street and 

turn RIGHT, directly up to the hotel’s main entrance. (You’ll 

spot the high-rise Hyatt several blocks before you reach it.) 

To find the hotel’s parking garage, go one light farther, to 

the seventh light, and turn RIGHT. 
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LODGING & 
TRAVEL INFORMATION 
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WEDNESDAY, August 28, 2013 

12 - 4 pm SHS Board of Directors Meeting 

2–5  pm “Welcome Weary Travelers” - Food & Drink 

6:00 pm Presentations –  

   “50-Years of Superstar TV Surveyors”  

    (John Brock) 

   “Surveyors Trip to England”  

    (Rich Leu & Bart Crattie) 

   “Welcome to Historic Philadelphia”    

    (Rendezvous 2013 Committee) 

7:30 pm Surveyors Historical Society Annual Meeting  

    (SHS Board and membership) 

 

THURSDAY, August 29, 2013 

7:00 am Rendezvous Registration Desk Open 

7:30 am Continental breakfast available 

8:00 am Spouses & Guests depart hotel for  

    Longwood Gardens 

8:00 am  Presentations - 

   “The Mason & Dixon Survey”  

    (Todd Babcock) 

   “Colonial Surveying in Pennsylvania”  

    (Milton Denny) 

   “Weighing the World” (Edwin Danson) 

   “Stargazers Stone” (Todd Babcock) 

11:30 am  Light lunch at hotel 

12:30 pm  Busses depart hotel for Stargazer Stone and  

    Harlan House (1-hour trip) 

2:00 pm Spouses & Guests depart Longwood Gardens  

    for Harlan House (20-minute trip) 

1:30 - 4 pm  “Colonial Surveying at Stargazers Stone” 

    (Hands-on activities & demonstrations) 

4:00 pm Ceremony - “Setting the Real Stargazers Point” 

    (Led by Todd Babcock) 

5:00 pm  Annual Rendezvous Picnic 

7:30 pm  Busses return to Hyatt Hotel (1-hour trip) 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY, August 30, 2013 
7:30 - 9:30 am Continental breakfast available 

8:00 am Presentations – 

   “The Philadelphia Regulators” (Jim Shomper) 

   “Time, Time, It’s All About Time” (Dave Ingram) 

   “Magnetism and Gravity” (Eric Pyle) 

   “The Search for the Southernmost Point of  

    Philadelphia” (Jim Shomper) 

9:30 am Spouses & Guests – “Antiques Row”  (optional) 

    Interesting nearby shops along Pine Street 

12–1:30pm Lunch on your own en route to South Street, 

    (then “Rendezvous” at South & Front) 

2:00 pm Ceremony – “Southernmost Point of                      

     Philadelphia Dedication”  

3:00 pm “Walking Tours of Historic Philadelphia”  

    (Led by professional tour guides) 

6:00 pm  Social Hour back at hotel 

    (Relax & cool off with drinks before dinner) 

7:00 pm  Annual Rendezvous Banquet  

    During dinner —  

    ”Previews of Coming Attractions;” and  

    “Charles Mason’s Return to America” 

8:00 pm  “A Visit from the Past” 

    (by a very distinguished Philadelphian) 

8:30 pm  Annual Rendezvous Auction  

 

SATURDAY, August 31, 2013 

9:30 am  Independence Hall, Carpenters Hall, Liberty  

    Bell, Congress Hall, US Mint (Tours) 

12 Noon  Lunch on your own (inexpensive places near  

    historic center;) then  ‘Rendezvous’ at   

    Christ Church Burial Ground. 

1:30–3 pm Memorial Stone Ceremony for Charles Mason   

    Christ Church Burial Ground. Everyone  

    is invited. Rendezvous registration is  

    not  required. 
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RENDEZVOUS 
AT-A-GLANCE 

OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS . . . Who Made Rendezvous 2013 Possible 

 Surveyors Historical Society (SHS) 

 Mason-Dixon Line Preservation Partnership 

(MDLPP) 

 Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors 

(PSLS) 

 District of Columbia Association of Land 

Surveyors (DCALS) 

 Maryland Society of Surveyors (MSS) 

 PSLS South Central Chapter 

 

 New Jersey Society of Professional Land 

Surveyors (NJSPLS) 

 Surveyors Association of West Jersey (SAWJ) 

 MSS Appalachian, Baltimore, Chesapeake, 

Howard, Southern & Susquehanna Chapters 

 Pennsylvania Professional Land Surveyors    

(PA-PLS) 

 Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. (CEC) 

 Michael T. Baker Engineering Corporation 



 

REGISTRATION  FORM 
SURVEYORS RENDEZVOUS 2013 

August 28—31, 2013 
Hyatt Regency Penn’s Landing 

Philadelphia PA 19106 

 
Registration: 
 
The deadline for ‘Early Bird’ Registrations is JULY 15. After that, costs go up. Non-members may join SHS using this form  

and receive all member discounts. Space is limited. On-site registrations will be accepted only if space permits. Our $129  

SHS group hotel rate ends August 2. Kindly type or print all information. Thanks, and we’ll see you in Historic Philadelphia! 

 

Name___________________________________________  Company (if any)________________________________________ 

Street Address___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/Town_______________________  State/Province_________  Zip/Mail Code_______________   Country _____________ 

Home Phone_______________________  Work Phone_______________________  Cell Phone_________________________   

Email(s) VERY Important____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Spouse or Guest Name(s)_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name(s) as you prefer on badge(s)__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Rendezvous Registration 
Rendezvous 2013 Registration includes ‘Welcome Weary 
Travelers’ reception; SHS Annual Meeting; continental breakfasts 

Thursday and Friday; all 14 presentations; lunch on Thursday; 
Colonial Surveying at Stargazers Stone; Swap Meet; Ceremony to 

set the REAL Stargazers Point; Annual Rendezvous Picnic; South 
Street Historical Marker Ceremony at Southernmost Point; Guided 

Tour of Historic District; Annual Rendezvous Banquet and Auction; 
Tour of Independence Hall plus other historic Philadelphia 

attractions; Memorial Stone Dedication Ceremony for Charles 
Mason on Saturday afternoon; and full Educational Credits with 

Certificate. 
 

Spouse/Guest Registration 

Spouse & Guest Registration includes ‘Welcome Weary Travelers’ 
reception; SHS Annual Meeting; continental breakfasts Thursday 

and Friday; Longwood Gardens Tour; Colonial Surveying at 
Stargazers Stone; Ceremony to set the REAL Stargazers Point; 

Annual Rendezvous Picnic; Antiques Row (optional - interesting 
nearby shops along Pine Street;) South Street Historical Marker 

Ceremony at Southernmost Point; Guided Tour of Historic District; 
Annual Rendezvous Banquet and Auction; Tour of Independence 

Hall plus other historic Philadelphia attractions; and Memorial 
Stone Dedication Ceremony for Charles Mason on Saturday 

afternoon. Also included are five ‘not-for-credit’ Rendezvous 

presentations . . “50-Years of Superstar TV Surveyors;” “Surveyors 
Trip to England;” “Welcome to Historic Philadelphia;” “Charles 

Mason’s Return to America;” and “A Visit from the Past.”  

 
 

Register on-line using credit card or PayPal at: 

www.SurveyorsRendezvous.org 

Registration Fees: (Please check all that apply) 
 

Not a member? Join SHS now, and qualify for member rates below. 

1-Year Membership Dues. . . . . .  $75     

        

      SHS Member Non-Member 

‘Early Bird’ Registration . . . . . $299   $399   
(Deadline July 15) 
 

‘Early Bird’ Spouse/Guest . . . $169    $169   
(Deadline July 15) 
 

Regular Registration   . . . . . .  $399    $499   
(After July 15) 
 

Regular Spouse/Guest . . .  $279    $279   
(After July 15) 
 

On-site Registration  . . . . . . .  $449    $549   
(Only if space is available) 

 

Total Enclosed:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $_________ 
Check, Money Order or Government Purchase Orders accepted. 
Mail-in registrations must be received by Friday August 23. A $40 

cancellation fee will apply for cancellations after August 15, 2013. 
 

Please make payable and mail to:  

Surveyors Rendezvous 2013 
Surveyors Historical Society 

628 Ridge Avenue 

Lawrenceburg, IN 47025 
 

QUESTIONS ABOUT REGISTRATION?  

Call 812-537-2000 or visit 

www.SurveyorsHistoricalSociety.com 



 

SURVEYORS RENDEZVOUS 2013 
August 28 through 31, 2013 

Hyatt Regency Penn’s Landing, Philadelphia PA 19106 

www.SurveryorsRendezvous.org 

 

SURVEYORS RENDEZVOUS 2013 
Surveyors Historical Society 
628 Ridge Avenue 
Lawrenceburg, IN 47025 
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