


The Maryland Geological 
Survey's Inventory of the 
Surviving Mason-Dixon Line 
Stones



Agenda

• 1. Introduction. 

• 2. The Inventory. 

• 3. The Popular Mechanics article. “Walking the Line” Nov./Dec. 2023

• 4. Stones of interest. 



Presenter

   Wayne F. Aubertin, 
• Professional Land Surveyor MD. Reg. #21330

• In the business since 1984

• Obtained my professional license in 2008

• Chapter Chair, Appalachian Chapter (Frederick & Washington Counties)

• State Coordinator for the NSPS Trigstar Program

• Vice President for the MSS Board.

• Chair of the Survey Standards and Practice Committee, MSS Board

• 2023 Maryland Surveyor of the Year



Presenter
   Ashley Stimpson, 
• Maryland-based freelance journalist who writes 

most often about science, conservation, and 
outdoor adventure.

• Bylines in the New York Times, the Washington Post, 
Science, The Guardian, Popular Mechanics, WIRED, 
and lots of other outlets.

• Currently serving as 1st Vice President, Outdoor 
Writers Association of America & as a 2025-2026 
Alicia Patterson Fellow in environmental reporting.
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132 Miles/Stones

63.5 Miles Remain



Constructed in 1754
At the outset of the
French & Indian War







• and on the south, by a circle 
drawne at twelve miles, 
distance from New Castle 
Northwards, and Westwards 
vnto the beginning of the 
fortieth degree of Northerne 
Latitude; and then by a 
straight line Westwards, to 
the limit of Longitude above 
menconed.







The Inventory
The State of Maryland is supposed to conduct a survey of all State 
markers every 10 years. They have not…

In the 1980’s a woman named Alice Martin conducted a rather 
comprehensive inventory of the stones and her reports were very 
useful in this recent effort.

Also the MASON DIXON LINE PRESERVATION PARTNERSHIP did some 
work inventorying the stones in the early 1990’s, including GPS’ing 
132 stones, east of the mountainous area. The MDLPP maintains a 
website with a lot of interesting info.

In 2019 MGS designed a survey to record the inventory. Chris 
Connallon, State Geologist and Richard Ortt, Director headed the 
effort, and with the assistance of Maryland Surveyor Pat Simon, put 
together information for the inventory and put out the call for 
volunteers.

The Goals: 1) to satisfy the 10 year “requirement” because it had 
been nearly 4 decades since the last effort
2) to get the markers on the National Historic Registry.

Approximately 15 surveyors volunteered, searched and inventoried 
the 230 locations



Planning to perform the inventory

• Access Letters (from both Maryland and Pennsylvania)

• Sign Up Sheet

• GoogleEarth and a KMZ

• Collecting and Submitting information





Last Submission: 06/21/2023









GOOGLE REFERENCE MAP

























Submissions 
the Survey123 “App”







My 1st M-D Stone submission was 3/01/2020

I was able to inventory three (3) that first day.

My last Stone submission was 6/21/2023

I was unable to locate this one. (183a/203)

Between 3/09/2020 & 6/24/21 No Stones 
were submitted by me.



Efforts for the article were being 
discussed in early April 2023. The author, 
Ashley Stimpson, reached out to Eric 
Gladhill and Dennis Meckley of the PA 
Assoc. of Surveyors. Eric referred her to 
me and we finally met up on the 
weekend of May 27 & May 28, 2023.

Ashley had heard about the M-D Stone 
inventory and thought she had an idea 
for the article and pitched it to Popular 
Mechanics.

 



















Where is 
Stone 215?



1980 Report – Stone 215









Last Page of 
1980 Report





Stone 214 Stone 216

















ANY QUESTIONS



HOW GOOD WERE MASON & DIXON?

CLEAR SPRING, MDBELLEGROVE, MD         24.7 MILEFRIENDSVILLE, MD         55.4 MILE            



HOW GOOD WERE MASON & DIXON?



ACCURACY OF INVENTORY



78 deg. 14’ 12.415”
39 deg. 43’ 21.133”



STONES AND 
IMAGES OF INTEREST



CROWN STONES SET AT 5 MILE INTERVALS



CROWN STONES WEATHERED (CIVIL WAR ERA)



CROWN STONES SET AT 5 MILE INTERVALS



CROWN STONES SET AT 5 MILE INTERVALS



DAMAGED STONES



SOME ARE PROTECTED BETTER THAN OTHERS



1903 STONE IN AN 
ORIGINAL CAIRN

















SOME ARE EASIER TO FIND THAN OTHERS









FOOT FAULT
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